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Mr. Bjarni Vestmann, Minister-Counsellor 
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Mr. Svein Berg, Senior Vice President
Mr. Tore Lasse By, Director of the Norwegian Cooperation Programmes 

Ms Anne Lise Rognlidalen, Head of IN-Bucharest office /Commercial Counsellor
Romanian Focal Point

Mr. Razvan Cotovelea, Co-chairman, General Director ACIS

Mr. Stefan Ciobanu, Director, DAP

Ms Iulia Gugiu, counsellor, DAP

Ms Simona Mocanescu, counsellor, DAP

Ms Miruna Comanici, expert, DAP

Certifying and Paying Authority

Ms Ioana Stefanescu, Head of Unit
Ms Florentina Albina, expert

CFCU

Ms Carmen Rosu, Director

Ms Oana Arat, Head of Unit
Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

 Ms Mihaela Camarasan, Economic Diplomat  

The first semi-annual meeting on the EEA Financial Mechanism has been held in accordance with the provisions of the Art. 5 of the Memorandum of Understanding on the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism in Romania.
Opening remarks:
Mr. R. Cotovelea started his opening speech underlining the particular importance of the meeting for Romania, taking into consideration the forthcoming launch of the call for proposals and the challenges to absorb the funds through only one open call session. He also mentioned the constant work deployed by the National Focal Point established within the Ministry of Economy and Finance in preparing the implementation of the EEA Financial Mechanism by setting up the administrative framework and by preparing all the documents needed in order to launch the call for proposals.
Mr. Erik Århus acknowledged that there have been through an efficient period concluding the negotiations for the MoU and drafting of the documents, guidelines and other administrative issues. NFP is facing now a more important period, which consists in launching the call for proposals and start implementing the program.  
Mr. Vestmann appreciated the great interest of his country in the future good implementation of the programme.
Presentation of the EEA Financial Mechanism:

Mr. S. Ciobanu presented a report on the status of the preparation for the implementation of the EEA FM, giving some technical details on what has been achieved so far from the point of view of the administrative framework set-up, insisting in the end on the preparations for launching the call of proposals. He pointed out the estimated date of the launch, the indicative split on each priority sector, the assessment criteria. He also stressed some outstanding issues related to the launch: state aid issue, organizing the 1st Monitoring Committee, eligible beneficiaries per priority sector/focus area and the Applicants’ Guide.
As far as the eligibility issue is concerned, Mr. E. Århus stated that the FMC could not provide a firm answer on the spot (for not all the donors were present), but they will do their best in order to allow NFP the possibility to launch the call as planned.

Related to the partnership issue, even if for the EEA FM it is not compulsory, it is of great interest to develop partnerships, being the political aim of this programme to develop closer ties between the donors on the EEA side and Romania within the EEA Programme. 
Mr. Pawel Krzeczunowicz pointed out the overview of the three elements of the Annex C of the Memorandum of Understanding (Scholarship Fund, NGO Fund and Technical Assistance).  

As regards the NGO Fund, FMO has received only one offer, even though six possible applicants were invited to bid. The offer is under evaluation at FMO, an answer will come shortly. 

Mr. E. Århus proposed after that to return to the issue of eligibility, saying that they acknowledge the NFP situation with regard to the timing, but they will try to find a compromise in order to progress with the NFP request. The general remark from the Donors’ side was that the private sector/commercial entities were excluded from the list, narrowing thus the area of beneficiaries. 
Mr. S. Ciobanu explained sector by sector the choice made regarding the beneficiaries. He pointed out that the Norwegian Cooperation Programme is more addressed to private companies than the EEA FM, which targets mostly to the public and non-governmental entities. There are some interventions which are not eligible under Structural Funds and then, the EEA FM comes with a plus.

As regards the environment sector, the issue is not about narrowing the area of beneficiaries, but a project is eligible as long as there is a public interest justified and has a wider impact.

Mr. P. Krzeczunowicz had two remarks regarding the environment sector: one related to the “Flood prevention” focus area, where he said the commercial entities operating in the public sector were missing and the second one, related to the last two focus areas (coastal area management and renewable energy), where the research institutions were missing.
Mr. S. Ciobanu said that the research institutions were excluded in order to avoid receiving too many non-relevant studies, taking into consideration the fact that there are already enough study-based strategies on the “coastal area” field. The above mentioned beneficiaries could be added, but only in partnership with other entities.
Mr. B. Vestmann added that in the renewable energy focus area, the interest is to have a sustainable approach.

As regards the human resources sector, Mr. S. Ciobanu presented briefly the choice of the beneficiaries. For the administrative capacity building, he explained that private interventions were excluded, because it is a matter of public competence. The private companies can come only as contractors.

Regarding the second focus area (tools and databases for territorial planning), Mr E. Århus said that in Norway some potential partners are commercial entities, and related to the social dialogue focus area, the NGOs should be added, as it is through the definition their dialogue. He then insisted, on behalf of the Donors, that they want to avoid the situation of some beneficiaries being excluded from the beginning. 

The representative from Iceland suggested not to exclude anyone, but to say that the emphasis is on some beneficiaries.
Mr. S. Ciobanu mentioned that if, for example, a private company would come together with a ministry to ask for financing related to provision of goods, services or works to that ministry, this would be an infringement of the Public Procurement rules and that is why commercial entities could come only as contractors. 

No remarks or comments were made regarding the health sector, but as far as the culture sector is concerned, the reaction and the general remark was that the list of potential applicants was dramatically narrowed. A question raised by Mr. E. Århus was how the institutions from the Donor States could be included in this.
Mr. P. Krzeczunowicz‘s suggestion was to keep the eligible beneficiaries as they were defined by the NFP, but without specification on national, regional and local authorities.

In the end, Mr. E. Århus acknowledged one important issue that should be taken into consideration:  the period of time for implementation is very short and both sides must do their best, in order to have proper implemented projects. 
The answer on eligibility of applicants would be available shortly after the FMC meeting on 13 March.
The next semi-annual meeting on the EEA Financial Mechanism was tentatively scheduled for October 2008.
Following on the semi-annual meeting, a technical meeting was held between the NFP and the FMO, at which a number of matters were discussed, including the TA for grant management, the issue of state aid, technical issues related to the open call and the Guide for Applicants, as well as the payment and disbursement process.

Written: Miruna Comanici, expert


  Iulia Gugiu, counsellor
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